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1 Absek, iSD siiD, Died Abneb a3 

i FOOL DIETH?" — 2 Samitel 3 : 33. 

Abnek was the son of !Ner, uncle to Saul, 
and the general of his armies. For seven 
years after the death of the unhappy Saul, 
who forfeited God's favor by his wickedness, 
and vainly strove to defeat the divine pur- 
pose with respect to the son of Jesse, this 
man Abner struggled to preserve the erown 
to Ishbosheth, the only surviving son, of the 
slaughtered king. Though generally success- 
ful in the contests which arose between his 
troops and those of David, proving, by his 
persistent endeavors, his solicitude to perfect 
the claims of the surviving prince to the suc- 
cession, he fell under the severe displeasure of 
Isliboshetli. After all his heroic struggles in 
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behalf of his master's son, he was charged with 
infidelity in the house of his royal father. 
Sickened and disgusted with the aecusation, 
Ahner suddenly abandoned the cause for 
which he had periled his life, and undertook 
to deliver the kingdom into the hands of 
David. In this, however, he was prevented. 
Shortly after his conference with David, and 
in which he had engaged to perfect his claims 
to the throne, Joab, who hated Abner, and 
who was the General-in-Chief of David's ar- 
mies, from personal resentment, blended, it 
may be, with the jealous fear that he might 
be supplanted in the affections of his mastei-, 
under the mask of ftiendship sent for him, 
and perfidiously slew him. When David 
heard of his assassination, he was deeply dis- 
tressed, and in many ways expressed his de- 
testation of Joab's execrable villany. He de- 
clared his ignorance of his General's purpose, 
and his innocence of all wish for his destruc- 
tion ; he pronounced a curse on the assassin 
and his family ; and, called upon his people to 
unite with him in paying a becoming tribute 
to his memory. He evidently had a high re- 
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gard for Abner's worth, declared that a prince 
and great man had that day fallen in Israel ; 
and, when they carried him to the grave, David 
occupied the place of chief mourner, and pro- 
nounced a funeral oration over his fading re- 
mains. 

Our text is derived from this, and to give 
it a bnef paraphrase, we might read it : " Did 
Abner foolishly throw away his life ? Were 
his days shortened by acts of wickedness and 
folly ? Was he not striving to accomplish a 
wise purpose, when thus cruelly taken off ? 
And while we mourn his violent death, is 
there not much in our remembrance of the 
man to warrant our regrets at his departui-e 1" 

We have assembled this afternoon to con- 
vey to the tomb the remains of Colonel Town 
send, and before burying him out of our si 
we have paused in the sanctuary to ask our- 
selves a question, similar to that proposed by 
David. Was the object to which lie devoted 
his life, and in the prosecution of which he 
lost it, a bootless one ? What was there in 
the man, in the work in which he so heartily 
enlisted, which has proved to him so costly, 
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and which entails a sadness not dissimilar to 
that which "burdened the heart of David, 
enabling us to give a decided, intelligent nega- 
tive to the question which constitutes the 
text ? Did he die as the fool dieth ? For 
what did he die ? Let us see. 

If, a little more than four years ago, you had 
taken the map of the world in your hand, 
where could you have found a people whose 
condition equaled our own in all the elements 
and means of national prosperity ? Had you 
visited Asia in thought, the cradle of the hu- 
man race, in geographical extent outmeasur- 
ing any other of the great divisions of the 
globe, equal perhaps in population to the rest 
of the world, you would have found its govern- 
ments despotisms, its religions impostures, its 
thronging millions under the yoke of mental, 
and, in many cases, physical bondage. Africa, 
once famous in the annals of civilization and 
art ; which could boast of Thebes, with its hun- 
dred gates, and Carthage, the rival and the 
dread of the mistress of the world; which 
claimed Sesostris and Hannibal in the list of 
its heroes ; Tertullian, Cyprian, and Augustine 
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among its divines — a continent where barbar- 
ism proclaims its triumphs. The islands of the 
sea, except the few reached by the redeeming 
influence of the Gospel, covered with a pall, . 
and presenting a festering mass, deeply sunk 
in the scale of mental, social, political, and re- 
ligious being. In this .Western hemisphere, 
exclusive of our own happy Republic, and our 
provincial neighbors on the north, through 
the immense regions stretching along the con- 
tinent on the west, and through the prov- 
inces, states, and kingdoms spread over the 
great Soutliem peninsula, the civil, social, po- 
litical, and moral condition of the people, one 
of unrest, uncertainty, and peril. Crossing 
the ocean again, and confining your atten- 
tion to Europe, where the influences of 
civilization and religion have been longest 
at work, and ^vhere you might j'easonably 
have anticipated beholding society and gov- 
ernment in its highest perfection, you would, 
doubtless, have seen much to admire. In ro- 
mantic scenery, fertility and kindliness of soil, 
portions of it stand without a rival. There 
aj'e cities hoaiy with age, vast in extent, and 
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splendid in all the adornments derived &om 
rant and wealth. There, the historian gath- 
ers his annals, the antiquary his gems, and the 
tourist his curiosities ; it can boast of tattle 
fields whose associations thrill the soul ; uni- 
versities venerable with age, and stored with 
the treasures of human knowledge ; royal pal- 
aces, majestic cathedrals, baronial castles, the 
noblest discoveries in science, and the proud- 
est monuments of art, as thick as the leaves 
in the vale of Artibrosia ! But what is the con- 
dition of the people, not of the Lord's temporal 
and spiritual, the tinseled and polished few, 
hut of the masses, who make up the strength 
and subsistence of a nation \ King-craft and 
priest-craft hold them in their unspaiing gi'asp, 
never relaxing- a claim, conceding a right, nor 
yielding a prerogative, not forced from them 
hy necessity. Sunny France, the politest of 
them all, where culture boasts its most pol- 
ished form, is little else than a despotism. The 
people have poured out -their blood in tor- 
rents time and again to achieve constitutional 
liberty; but, they are no less under the heel 
of the tj-Tant than when the gloomy Bastille 
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reared its grim front within tlie gates of Paris. 
Crossing the channel from that slaughter-house 
of virtue, you find Great Britain, beyond a 
doubt, one of the most powerful, enlightened, 
and elevated nations of the Old World, our 
venerable but stony-hearted mother, a won- 
derful compound of faults and escellencies, 
with all her claims and pretensions to justice, 
favoring wrongs, which show recklessness for 
the rights of her neighbors, and some of which, 
deeply affect the welfare of her masses. There, 
the law will enter the poor man's house and 
strip him of his all, while the law of entail 
grants special protection and benefit to the 
nobility. The laborer must pay his debts, 
though it depnves him of the scanty bed on 
which he would fain rest his weary limbs,-while 
my Lord of Buckingham may run in debt for 
millions and still drive four in hand. A ma- 
jority of the people are dissenters, that is, not 
connected with the Established Church, yet 
compelled by law to sustain a foi-m of service 
their conscience does not approve, and feed a 
priesthood, in whose apostolic succession they 
have no faith ; and, for those religious disabil- 
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ities there 19 no redress. Eeturning home 
from this rapid survey, and dwelling for a 
moment on its advantages, civil and religious, 
would you not have been compelled, in view 
of facts which are indisputable, to have ex- 
claimed, There is no place like home ? Here 
we are a sovereign people, every man at 
liberty to sit under his own vine and enjoy, 
without stint or restraint, the fruit of his own 
fig-tree, possessing the most ample natural re- 
sources, and enjoying the most abundant faci- 
lities for toil and its remunerative results ; 
Laving a press without a censor, a forum 
witliout a spy, a senate without a master, 
and a temple for the Lord, without its armed 
police and intimidating soldiery. Comparing 
its condition a little more than four years ago 
with that of other nations in all the respects 
which involve and indicate national prosper- 
ity, which secure and improve tlie physical, 
social, and religious well-being of the people, 
gi-eatly in advance of all the nations of the 
earth ; a nation, it is true, whose history was 
not dim with age, the oldest of whose reminis- 
cences were those of her greatness and her 
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glory, a vei'y Herciiles from the cradle of her 
infancy ; anil, how do we account for it ? In 
position, other nations enjoyed 
. facilities, for prosperity. Many others 
I if not surpassed us in soil and -cli- 
mate; and vigorous and cultivated minds in 
lai-ge abundance were to be found among 
their people. We were excelled in the dis- 
coveries of science and in some of the arts. 
Tlieii' triumphs in these respects greatly ex- 
ceeded OUT own. Profound jurists, eloquent 
divines, accomplished statesmen, persevering 
artisans, exceeded our own in number. Yet, 
no people, on whom the sun ever shone, ever 
shared so largely in all the blessings that con- 
tribute to the happiness of church and state. 
We owed every thing to the fact, that the 
government under which we lived, was formed 
by men, who derived their ideas of light and 
justice from an open Bible, who proudly tramp- 
led on the monstrous dogma, that " kings were 
made to govern, and the people to obey," and, 
whose notions of the brotherhood of man, led 
them to scout the tyranny of caste and the priv- 
ilesre of class. For three fourths of a cen- 
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tury tie people lived under tliat government, 
making yearly strides in the accumulation of 
national wealth, and in the undisturbed en- 
joyment of peace and prosperity. Respected 
abroad and happy at home, entertaining all 
the assurance of personal security which 
could be derived from just and equal laws, 
and possessing the power to correct all the 
evils which might arise from the mal-adminis- 
tration of oui public aifairs. The three mil- 
lions which first lent a delighted ear to the 
music of the simple yet unparalleled machin- 
ery of the government, under its efficient work- 
ings, had grown to nearly thirty. Our States 
had tripled, our borders widened from sea to 
sea, our commerce whitened every ocean, and 
excelsior was the motto ^vhich every depart- 
ment in trade, eveiy branch of meclianics, and 
the workers in every field of literature in- 
scribed upon their banners ; all surmounted 
by that still more noble and significant uttei'- 
anee of the great expounder. Liberty and 
union, now and forever, one and inseparable. 
Such was the condition of things under our 
mild, humane, and heaven-formed government 
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when our infatuated, misguided brethren of 
the Soxith, without reason, and under the im- 
pulsion of a frenzy that gathered life and 
strength from a mad and disappointed ambi- 
tion, commenced the monstrous work of its 
destruction. Their effort to divide the States, 
which it held together, if successful, must 
have resulted in its annihilation, a curse en- 
tailed upon its jaiTing fragments which would 
have converted our happy land into one wide- 
spread ruin, desolating both church and state. 
And it was to prevent a catastrophe like that 
which led our lamented friend, with the thou- 
sands who gave themselves a willing sacrifice 
in defense of our glorious Union, to enter 
the field of conflict, and in which he lost 
his precious life. Tell me, '■'■Did Tie die as the 
fool dieth V Could a nobler purpose, as in- 
telligence values earihly objects, have filled 
his heart, or prompted him to brave the per- 
ils of the camp or the field, than that in the 
prosecution of which he not only resigned his 
life but died ? We are here to-day not to de- 
plore the folly of an act of which son-owing 
hearis can not become too soon forgetful, but 
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to cherish its remembrance, as reflecting distin- 
guishing honor upon the dead, and which en- 
titles him to the gratitude and affectionate 
recollection of the living. 

Heai-ts, it is true, have been deeply smit- 
ten, and whose sorrows at his loss are not 
easily assuaged ; but, there is something in 
the consciousness that he died for country in 
the very flower of his age, and has added 
another to that catalogue of names wliich ap- 
pear in the record of departed heroes, and 
which inspire us with the profoundest ad- 
miration. "VVe are now enjoying returning 
peace, and as its returning blessings bright- 
en, our hearts overflow with gratitude, both 
to the living and the dead. These saviours, 
under God, of the herit^e of our fathers, 
shall ever be cherished; and when they have 
all passed away, and time, with noiseless 
wing, has brushed out their epitaphs, crum- 
bled their monuments, and effaced their re- 
cord — their n^nes, their virtues, and their 
valiant and patriotic efforts for the defense 
and preservation of our government will be 
preserved in the memory of the American 
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people ; and not among tlie least of these 
will be found the noble youth whose fading 
remains we are this afternoon to consign to 
their last resting-place. In confirmation of 
this, let me give yon a very hasty sketch of 
his life, and the circumstances connected with 
his death. 

Colonel CmvELES Towksexd was born in the 
town of Cornwall, in this county, on the thirty- 
first of May, 1841 ; an infant of remarkable 
beauty, so much so, that not only in his own 
family was his unusual comeliness the subject 
of remark, but strangers rarely saw the child 
without pausing to caress it. His winning 
features, as his subsequent boyhood and early 
manhood showed to all who knew him, were 
a faithful index of a mind and temper that 
were in perfect keeping with his face. From 
his earliest childhood he was noted for his 
gentleness. In the first school he ever at- 
tended, (taught by a lady, now a resident of 
our own village, and from whom I have fre- 
quently had the statement,) his docility, 
kindness, and freedom from peevishness and 
fretfulness, so oftefi noticeable in childi'en of 
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a very tender age when iirst subjected to re- 
straint and confined to the irksomeness of 
the class-room, made him not only her favor- 
ite scholar, but the cherished associate of all 
his young companions. And these traits con- 
tinued with him and distinguished him dur- 
ing his whole life. Tlie gentlemen who sub- 
sequently became his instructors all hold the 
same language in describing his character, 
which I have heai'd from his first teacher; 
adding, moreover, what she had no opportu- 
nity of observing, that in connection with 
these winning features of mind, his mental 
ability was such as to have given him prom- 
inence, and, with God's blessing, to have 
made him extensively useful, in any of the 
honorable walks in life. 

Said one, in a communication written to 
his widowed mother shoi'tly after healing of 
his death, and with the pious purpose of 
striving to drop consolation into that bitter 
cup given her to drink— and he is a man of 
large experience in the training of youth, the 
young men from whose academy are to be 
found occupying positions of responsibility 
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and lionor in many parts of our State : 
" Charles was tlie noblest lad, I think, I 
ever had under my care ; the only one 
whose return to my seminary I would have 
hailed with joy." There must have "been in 
him a rare combination of excellencies to 
have elicited such a letter ; and if it were 
the only testimony borne to his worth, we 
might suppose that personal friendship for 
the family had something to do in giving un- 
due coloring to the remark; but extravagant 
though it seems, it is in perfect keeping with 
the lai'ge number of testimonials which have 
been sent to me, since engaging to render 
these last sad offices, for his honored dust. 
The idol of his family, a son whose de- 
portment never cost his mother an aching 
heart, whose mature wisdom invited and jus- 
tified the confidence of the younger branches, 
to whom they looked for counsel, and felt safe 
under his direction, and of whom his imme- 
diate relatives were justly proud that such an 
one in their regards should have occupied the 
highest place, does not surprise us. We all 
love our children, and love is rarely more 
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blind than at tlie fireside. Excellencies but 
dimly visible to the world there shine in full- 
orbed splendor, and faults elsewhere notice- 
able, are often overlooked. But, when we 
hear comparative strangers according with 
parental estimate, and outside acq^uaintances 
echoing the. same strains that we hear from 
the family circle, what might otherwise sound 
like extravagance must be taken, as a sober 
truth. Let me give you a few extracts from 
letters which have been placed in my hands 
within the last few days. Says one, who had 
an ample opportunity of acquainting himself 
with the Colonel's character ; " I knew him 
welL His lofty purpose, his high resolve, his 
love of justice, his fearless vindication of the 
good and true were never surpassed. Know- 
ing his duty, be gave it his affections, and 
dedicated to it all his energy. No temporal 
interest could divert him from what he be- 
lieved to be right; the allurements of wealth 
were powerless to turn him from his purpose. 
If he felt under obligations to pursue it, his 
noble soul knew no fear but God's. His 
ambition was ever under the government of 
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sound moral principles, and lie was ever 
"bold in a righteous cause. O, my coun- 
trj"^ ! would that you had more such heroes !" 
Another, an early schoolmate, and whose 
attachment there formed for him, in connec- 
tion with the association of later years, had 
npened into an affection and admiration, 
which made the tidings of his death the oc- 
casion of great distress, writes thus : " Charlie's 
nobility was ahvays the chief object of my 
admiration. I never knew a man more truly 
noble, hind-heai-ted, generous, and }iigh-mind- 
ed'in all his dealings. He made himself the 
favorite wherever he was known. It has 
been my fortune to go thi'ough nearly two 
years of this temble war, and return to my 
friends unscathed. On one or two occasions, 
while in the army, I met Charlie, and we fre- 
quently corresponded with each other. His 
letters convinced me that his nobleness and 
all his excellencies had gone with him. Most 
gloriously did he perform his whole duty." 
In a communication from the surgeon of his 
regiment, we find him saying : " Few better 
than myself knew his generous nature, his 
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sterling integiity, his noble manliood, his 
keen sense of honor, his unflinching integ- 
rity, and feiTent patriotism, I lo-^'ed him as 
a brother." 

He was in his twentieth year when hos- 
tilities were commenced by the South; and 
hardly had the reverberation of the rebel 
guns in their ill-starred attack upon Sumter 
been heard in the loyal North, before he 
formed the purpose of giving himself to his 
country. Having already had some little 
knowledge of military tactics, as a member 
of a volunteer corps in the metropolis of &ur 
State, he resolved by stiidy to prepare him- 
self, at the earliest possible period, to render 
some assistance as a soldier ; but finding, 
from the proclamations of our chief magis- 
trate, that there was an immediate necessity 
for men, dutiful son that he was, he ^v^ote 
home, asking and pleading for permission to 
serve as a volunteer. For a time the mother 
found it impossible to give her consent ; but 
becoming satisfied that his whole heart was 
bent upon the vindication and protection of 
his country's flag, she reluctantly, (and who 
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that kuoivs a mother's heart could blame 
her ?) hut formally aud tearfully sanctioned 
his ardent longing. On the first offer of his 
services, he was made a non-commissioned 
officer, August twelfth, 1861, in the Third 
New- York Cavalry, better known as the Van 
Allen Cavalry. Those in command of the 
rSgiment, discovering remarkable aptness in 
him, as well as an unusual degree of ability 
in one whose experience in military matters 
was necessai-ily limited, secured for him, in 
the course of the same month, a second lieu- 
tenancy, the duties of which were so pi'omptly 
and faithfully performed, that in the space of 
a few months he was appointed to the adju- 
tancy of his regiment. In this responsible 
position he served on the light wing of the 
ai-my of the Potomac during the winter of 
1851-2, participating in many encounters in 
the Shenandoah Valley, and about the fords 
of the Potomac. These engagements, though 
small and of slight importance, were never- 
theless just such a school as helped him to 
learn that promptness and self command which 
distinguished him when occupying a still high- 
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er grade of office, and participating in engage- 
ments far more desperate and bloody. 

At Harper's Ferry, Charles, in consequence 
of the constant toil to which his position in 
his regiment exposed him, contracted a fever, 
which prevented him from accompanying his 
command, which, in the spring of 1863, was or- 
dered to New-Beme, North-Carolina, Change 
of climate, and the arduous duties of the camp 
and field, were too great for one, who had en- 
joyed from his earliest childhood, all the care- 
fulness and comforts of home. Uuwilliug to 
be parted from his companions, he resolved, 
notwithstanding the feebleness of his condi- 
tion, to bear them company ; but the rapid 
progress of his disease compelled the inter- 
ference of his surgeon, who positively assured 
him that a longer continuance with his regi- 
ment, must destroy his life. He had proceed- 
ed as far as Washington City, and there he 
was laid upon a sick, and as many thought a 
dying bed. Assured by his best friends and 
advisers that even in the event of his recov- 
ery he could never again take the field, he 
most reluctantly resigned his commission. 
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It was just as lie was recovering from this 
illness that one day, in Albany, lie saw the 
One Hundred and Sisth New- York volunteers 
passing south, to the seat of war. The ap- 
pearance of so fine a regiment stirred within 
him the fire that hardship, exposure, and dis- 
ease, had no power to quench, and having 
solicited, he readily obtained a commission as 
its Major. He joined his new command at 
New-Creek, in Western Virginia, Satisfying 
his superior officei's by the manner in which 
he filled his subordinate position, that his 
knowledge, fidelity, and courage were equal 
to a much higher one, on the promotion of 
the lieutenant-colonel, he was immediately 
called to his place, and in September of 1863 
he assumed the entire command of the regi- 
ment. We can not follow him, for ^vant of 
time, through the many perils he encoun- 
tered with his men, nor notice the tenible 
battles in which lie participated, under the 
direction of Grant, from the battle of the 
Wilderness, till Lee was pressed back, to the 
neigkborhood of Richmond. Suffice it to 
say, from the numerous testimonials received 
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from his brother officers, lie never asked his 
men to brave a clanger lie was not willing 
to face himself, nor did they experience any 
hardship, of which he was not a cheerful par- 
taker. Modest, fearless, and valiant, they 
were ever loud in his praise, and proud of 
him as their leader. 

War is apt to exert a hardening influence 
on most persons. N'ot many can become 
familiar with scenes of carnage without the 
loss of sensibility, and growing compara- 
tively indifferent to distress. But not so 
with Colonel Townsend. He seems to have 
preserved the same purity of mind and gen- 
erosity and kindliness of temper in scenes of 
blood and death, which made him the charm 
of the fireside at home. In illustration of 
this, let me read to you an extract from a let- 
ter written by one of our Florence Nightin- 
gales, who had devoted herself to the care of 
our suffering troops. She says, speaking of 
Colonel Townsend : " He was really as good 
as he was handsome. I was at Martinsburgh 
a few weeks at the time they had so many 
sick, and where so many died. I took ray 
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meals in the same house where the Colonel 
had his quai'ters, and finding him often al)- 
sent, on inquiry I heard he was in the hos- 
pital attending to the wants of others in pre- 
ference to his own, whenever his regimental 
duties permitted it. I always found him at 
the bedside of the sick, and not unfrequently 
with the dying. He was invariably the one 
for whom the latter called when their last 
messages were to be sent to their absent 
friends. I have often stood with him at the 
bedside of such, and heard him talk to 
them ; and I verily believe, if there are Christ- 
iana in the world, he was one. He might not 
have been a public professor, but his conduct 
and conversation showed that bis heart was 
right with God. One case in particular, she 
adds, I can't refrain mentioning. One of the 
most esteemed and highly educated young 
men who went with the regiment was apii- 
vate, but to whom the officers could not have 
been more fondly attached, had he been one 
of their number. Colonel Townsend was with 
him to the last. The poor fellow longed to 
see his young wife, and anxious and untiring 
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were the efforts made to get her there ere he 
breathed his last. But she came one day too 
late. Then if you could have seen and heard 
the Colonel, how tenderly and tearfully he 
spoke to that poor broken-hearted widow, 
dandled her infant child, and seemed to 
give them both so wide a place in his 
heart, doing all that any one could do to 
assuage her grief, you would think as I do, 
that his Chi-istianity was above suspicion. "I 
could write," she remarks in the conclusion of 
her letter, " volumes about his goodness and 
of the praises given him by the poor soldiers, 
and the families of those to whom he has 
been so uniformly kind. 'Tis sad to think we 
shall never see his genial smile nor hear his 
cheerful voice again." 

On the first day of June, 1864, the Sixth 
Army Corps, to which the One Hundred and 
Sixth" Regiment was attached, was moved for- 
ward upon the enemy's intrenched position at 
Cold Harbor, and here were posted some of 
their choice troops, officered by some of theii- 
best men, outnumbering our own, and in a 
most favorable position to repel the charge 
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^vhich tlie battalions were ordered to make 
upon their works. As the word passed down 
the lines of the divisions who were in the ad- 
vance, Colonel Townsend, dismounting from 
his charger, and placing himself before the 
color - guai'd, promptly gave the command 
" Forward !" At once the long line of stal- 
wart forms and bristling bayonets swept over 
the ground to the harvest of death. On they 
pressed, through swamp and underbinish, and 
shot and shell — many falling to breathe no 
more, under the destructive missiles of the 
enemy ; and not a few, writhing in agony 
from cruel wounds. Still the column ad- 
vanced, and with iiTesistible fury passed the 
first and second lines of the enemy's works, 
and were rapidly approaching the third, when 
the enemy, concenti'ating all their resei'ves, 
and massing every available force, brought the 
advancing column to a stand. It was there 
the tide of battle gathered its greatest 
strength, and the force of the charge being 
spent, it was ordered to fall back, but without 
the gallant Colonel of the One Hundred and 
Sixth. Till that moment the young corn- 
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raaiider was conspcuous in the fight, cheering 
his men by word and deed, and filling with 
admiration the eyes of the hardy veterans 
who were marching with him to the grave. 
When last seen, and just before he received 
his death-wound, from the testimony of one 
who fought at his side, with his cap in one 
hand and his sword uplifted in the other, he 
was heard, with clarion voice, encouraging his 
command to renewed endeavors. Vain valor ! 
His last rallying-cry had hardly escaped his 
lips before he fell, pierced through the brain, 
insensible and dying. The falling back of 
our men left his bleeding form within the en- 
emy's lines, who, on repossessing the ground, 
carried him to their field-hospital, where, on 
the ensuing day, he breathed his last, just 
twenty-three years of ago. A noble sacrifice 
for a noble cause. " Did he die m the fool 
dieth r 

The tidings of his death soon reached his 
family, and what added to the intensity of 
their grief was the bitter thought that his 
precious remains might never be reclaimed. 
By repeated inquiry they wei'e enabled to 
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gather all the particulars of his condition from 
the time he was carried from the field, till he 
"breathed his last ; but still no certain infor- 
mation could "be had concerning the spot, 
where they had laid his dust. Through many- 
long and trying months his son'ow-stricken 
friends were vainly trying to locate the spot, 
hoping that when the accursed rebellion had 
been crushed out, they might secure the grat- 
ification of their most anxious wish. At 
length, in the good providence of God, the 
foe was routed, and the capture of that whole 
region of country within the limits of which 
his last battle was fought, and near which 
his body was said to have been buried, was 
brought under the control of the Federal 
troops. Then the resolution, contrary to the 
advice of many, was formed, to make seai-ch 
for it, but, as most thought, with little likeli- 
hood of success. Many had fallen in the same 
battle in which he perished ; the whole dis 
trict was seamed with graves, and who could 
point out the one that received him? His 
beloved aunt, for whom he entertained the 
strongest affection, who had cared for him 
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from infancy, and whose love for bim could 
not have been more strong and tender had he 
"been her own son, never relinquished the 
hope of recovering his body ; and whose 
strongest desire to live' was that she might re^ 
claim it — entered on this precious mission ; 
and, contrary to the fears and convictions of 
all who saw her start upon it, was successful. 
And we have him with ^^s here to-day. To 
the honor of some of cur leading generals, to 
whom she was accredited, the amplest facili- 
ties were famished, hy them to aid her in the 
prosecution, of her sad en'and. From the 
pious General Howard and the equally de- 
voted Patrick, at that time in charge of the 
troops in the city of Kichmond, every kind- 
ness was received, and an escort of gallant 
troops detailed to secure all the attendance 
and protection she needed. 

Previous to this, repeated efforts had been 
made by the surviving officers of the regiment 
to recover his body ; but after wearisome and 
anxious search, they had abandoned the effort 
as useless. This fact, ascei-tained after the 
arrival of his noble-hearted aunt in Richmond, 
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would have been sufficient to discourage any 
heart but woman's. Rising above every doubt, 
and determined only to be content after mak- 
ing the most diligent search herself she start- 
ed with her escort ; and the God of Providence 
— ^whose hand is in all the events of life — 
erowued her efforts with success, and gratified 
the fondest desires of her broken heai't. Hear- 
ingthat a field-hospital had been established 
some miles distant from the battle-ground of 
Cold Harbor, and that , there, some persona 
might still be found, who could give informa- 
tion of the disposition of the bodies of the 
Federal troops who had fallen in that teri-ible 
engagement — one of the most bloody of the 
whole war — they started in search of it ; but 
in doing so, the high waters of the Cbieka- 
hominy compelled them to make a wide de- 
tour, and thus the road which they were di- 
rected to take, and which might lead them to 
the vicinity of the spot where dear Charlie 
fell, was lost. In their perplexity they wan- 
dered about for a time in search of the right 
path ; and having paused to inquire at a farm- 
house, with which they had met as they jour- 
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neyed onwai'd, strange to tell, tlie occupant 
and his family, after liearing tlie object of 
their errand, informed them that in the imme- 
diate vicinity of his own farm-house and 
which, after the battle, had been converted 
into an hospital, a Federal officer had been 
interred ; that he saw him die, was present 
at his burial, and with his own hands had 
marked the spot. He described his person, 
face, and dress with such accuracy that not a 
shadow of a doubt remained of his identity. 
He told the regiment to which he belonged ; 
spoke of the character of his wound ; and men- 
tioned with sueb particularity his last re- 
quests, that they proceeded at once to disin- 
ter him. Though he had been stripped of his 
clothing, and tumbled into the rude grave 
they dug for him, uncoffined and without a 
prayer, enough remained of that fading form 
to satisfy his life-long friend that the man's 
statement contained nothing but the truth. 
The feelings of thankfulness that filled that 
sorrow-stricken heart; how tenderly they 
collected those mouldering relics — what glad- 
ness the intelligence that Charlie's body had 
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been secured gave the motlier's widowed 
heart at home, I need not pause to describe. 
But it is with us now, and we have, in com- 
pany with his mourning friends, the melan- 
choly privilege of paying it our last offerings 
of affection and respect. 

" Xone knew him but to lore Win, 
None named him but to praise." 

I ask again—" Did he die as the fool dieth «" 
There were some points in the character of 
the departed, on which, did time permit, it 
would not be unprofitable to dwell. 

His ardent patriotism. In the enjoyment 
of every thing that wealth and sodsl positimi 
could bestow, beloved and respected by a 
large circle of friends, and looking to a future 
filled with the fairest and happiest prospects, 
he gave tliem all for his country. If Cornelia, 
with maternal pride, could point to her living 
sons as her richest jewels, we can claim the 
memory of our slaughtered ones as our hon- 
ored inheritance, and treasure their dust as 
our most sacred deposit. Our soil was never 
dearer to us than' now ; and our Union still 
more precious for such costly expenditure. 
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